Temporal changes in breast cancer incidence in South Asian women.
Breast cancer in the UK resident population of South Asian ethnicity has been lower than that in indigenous women. Leicester has a large South Asian population and a breast cancer unit with comprehensive data on diagnosed cancers. This study analysed the annual incidence of new breast cancer diagnoses in females from 1998 to 2009 to determine any changes in recent years. Ethnicity was known in over 98% of cases. Population denominators were based on published figures for 2001 and 2011, projected back to 1998. Age-adjusted directly standardised incidence rates were determined by ethnicity and broken down by invasive status and screening classification. Incidence rates were analysed using logistic regression in order to identify statistically significant effects of age, ethnicity, deprivation and year of diagnosis. Interactions with invasive status and screening classification were also investigated. At the start of the study period South Asian incidence was estimated to be 45% of that of the white population (p<0.001); by the end of the period the difference was still significant (p=0.022) but smaller, at 17%. South Asians should no longer be considered at low risk of breast cancer.